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English Composition was, what I believe to be, a fundamental class in acquiring or improving 

skills for the future. The class challenged me to think differently than other courses that required 

writing assignments. At first, I ignored reading the course outcomes because I could not 

understand what they fully meant, but after rereading them again at the end of the semester, I am 

amazed to say that I know what they mean. To prove my accomplishment of the four course 

outcomes, my reflection will analyze how they were fulfilled throughout the semester with 

course readings, discussions, and major papers. 

 

Outcome 1: “Students will be able to read and use scholarly texts to support their writing goals.” 

In order to fully understand what was needed out of each assignment, grasping the 

general objective of each reading assignment was necessary. Since the papers revolved around 

the ideas or concepts that the authors of essays from Writing About Writingdisplayed, I always 

wrote down quotes or examples that I felt would help my argument in my paper. It was a way to 

incorporate what I learned through the text in my own writing and demonstrate its use 

effectively.  

In major paper two, I used three constituents of the rhetorical situation that I learned 

through reading Grant-Davie’s essay to demonstrate how it affected my past writing decisions. I 

analyzed how the audience, exigence, and constraints worked for the first time during this paper. 

It showed how influential these factors were and the importance of acknowledging them in 

writing to make fitting decisions. Therefore, I made sure to reread his paper until I was confident 

that I could appropriately use the concepts he mentioned in his own writing. This also allowed 

me to use quotes from his paper in mine to support my own analysis. Without learning these 

concepts, the other outcomes would have been difficult to accomplish. 

 

Outcome 2: “Students will be able to describe and analyze writing processes in order to flexibly 

adapt them to support their goals.” 



At the beginning of the course, I did not have a writing process: I wrote in discontinuous 

pieces. Once an idea popped into my head that I wanted to incorporate in my paper, I would 

quickly write down a short word that resembled that idea, but I would eventually forget what I 

meant by it later on. As the course went on, I began producing a writing process that functioned 

for me.  

 Accomplishing outcome 1 was what led me to design a writing process that worked with 

my problem stated before. Specifically, reading Shitty First Draftsby Anne Lamott helped me 

recognize the rigid structure of my own process. After reading it, I began to integrate what she 

said by writing a whole page of nonsense in continuous fashion that would reflect the major 

points I wanted to mention in my writing, along with the quotes that I thought would be of 

assistance. Ultimately, I made an outline that did not follow any certain rule or structure of 

writing; and, as a result, I never felt confined to my own framework. 

Additionally, I learned through the course that doing several revisions to the paper was 

acceptable. Therefore, I made sure that my process included time for revisions. In fact, the peer 

reviews that took place before turning in the final draft were a major part of the revision step. By 

having another person view my writing, I saw the faulty in my essays that on my own would not 

have noticed. It was a way to look at my writing through “a stranger’s eyes.” 

 

Outcome 3: “Students will learn how to adapt to different writing contexts they need to 

address”  

Outcome three was largely fulfilled through the process of designing major paper two: 

Rhetorical Analysis. By allowing myself to reflect on my own writing in the past, I was able to 

assess how each decision I made affected my audience. The essay also challenged me to analyze 

the rhetorical situation to view how the style, convention, tone, and structure were influenced by 

it through Aristotle’s rhetorical arts used to create discourse, which were named through Doug 

Downs’ essay “Making Sense of Human Interaction and Meaning-Making”. The paper itself 

showed me that the choices I made revolved mostly around the audience I targeted to ease the 



reader into my writing, which focused on a different discourse community than he would be used 

to.  

Before this paper, I had not acknowledged the impact of the rhetorical situation. The 

analysis of the situation has driven me to incorporate it into my writing process to review what is 

appropriate for the paper based on the situation. This was what helped me write major paper 

three, which also focused on a discourse community not well known to my audience. 

 

Outcome 4: “Students will consider how social, rhetorical, and technological contexts shape 

writing conceptions, processes, rules, and learning.” 

When discussing the requirements for completing major paper three, it was understood 

that the knowledge of genre and authority would be needed. This requirement led me to seek two 

different types of genres from the community of practice I decided to study. The analysis of the 

two genres that I spoke of in my paper was what permitted me to see how genres function within 

the community and with each other. Additionally, in order for the paper to be coherent for the 

reader, I had to revise the rhetorical situation and decide what information would let others 

understand the club from another point of view which was mentioned previously. Therefore, the 

last major paper of the semester used the knowledge gathered from producing the three previous 

outcomes to produce outcome four. 

 

A New Insight: 

        A writer does not simply write—this is the major conclusion I have drawn upon at the end 

of the class. Uncovering how I accomplished the four outcomes has also demonstrated the small, 

yet vital details that go into writing to produce a piece that is acceptable and understandable. It is 

important to start from the bottom up to truly have a piece of writing that accomplishes the goal 

it was meant. 

 


