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  Throughout my time in Prof. Gillespie’s English Composition 1101 class, I have had to 

write a lot of stuff. From three major papers, to in class free writes, to thirteen discussions with 

one or two submitted weekly, I think it’s fair to say I have written a lot. However, some other the 

writings could have been better, discussion especially, but for most of what I wrote, I feel like I 

did a pretty good job. Aside from major papers which I will get into later, four discussions really 

stuck out to me. Two of them ask me to describe a writer, one asks me how I have changed as a 

writer throughout the course, and the final one asks me what I think rhetoric means.   

Literacy Sponsor  

 My literacy sponsor I felt was my best paper. However as proud as I was with what I wrote and 

how I wrote it, I realized that it didn’t force me to write differently. It didn’t force me to think 

differently. I truly enjoyed writing this paper. But looking back I wonder who the audience was. 

Audience is important because you have to suit the paper to reach the target audience (Grant-Davie, 

484). The audience I was supposed to be writing for was my teacher, but instead I feel like I wrote it for 

me. I feel like half of everything in it only made sense to me and because of that, someone else can not 

make sense of the entirety of the paper or fully appreciate it like I do. Even still, I love how I put it together 

and made the paper actually mean something to me.  



2  

  

Rhetorical Analysis  

  This is the paper that I feel stuck with me the most. As I will talk about with rhetoric later 

on, this was a serious learning curve for me. I was writing a paper based off of a claim that I 

would have to analyze and break down. I didn’t feel like I had a great concept of the paper and 

what I was supposed to do. After starting to write it, I was able to figure out a way of writing it 

that I felt accomplished the assignment. The reason I feel this paper helped me grow as a writer 

is because this was the first paper, I felt that truly pushed me out of my comfort zone and made 

me attempt to do a paper in a new way. This was probably the paper that I felt I did the worst on 

but also the paper that I feel helped me to grow and be better prepared for future writing.  

Community of Practice  

  While rhetorical analysis stuck with me the most and helped me to grow, I feel like I 

enjoyed this one more than rhetorical analysis and that I actually did pretty well on it. In this one 

I had to interview a member of a discourse community and analysis the community. This one I 

felt allowed me to mix what I had learned from the last paper and apply it to the enjoyment I felt 

in the first paper. I ended up talking about a community that I truly enjoyed and envisioned 

myself going into later on. By combining my interests and what I had learned throughout the 

semester, I was able to write a paper that I showed how much I had learned in this course.  

Defining A Writer  

When I first was asked to describe what a writer is to me, the answer was someone who 

tends to obviously write. But more specifically I said it was someone who takes ideas from their 

mind and puts them on to paper. This in effect makes everyone a writer in some way shape or 

form. Some people write more than others, some write better than others, some are famous for 
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their writing such as James Patterson or J.K. Rowling. But that was the answer for our very first 

discussion in this class. It was pretty weak and while I still believe that is what a writer is, I also 

am aware that there is much more to it. That leads me into my next piece of writing.  

What Is Rhetoric  

  I originally defined rhetoric as a way of writing or talking, such as a rhetorical question.  

That means a question that doesn’t need a response. This led me to believe that rhetoric as a 

whole can be kind of rude. Which is stupid. Anyways, I eventually had to do a paper on 

rhetorical analysis. This forced me to rethink my definition of what rhetoric was as I mentioned 

above. It made me view rhetoric as dictation or vernacular more than a form of questioning. The 

purpose for my inclusion of this in my portfolio is not because this shows growth, but that it’s 

the one discussion and lesson that truly stuck with me. Rhetoric was easily the first thing I go to 

when I think of something that has impacted me this class. I feel like that’s because rhetoric is 

vernacular and or dictation because rhetoric as described by Doug Downs, “a set of principles 

that explain and predict how people make meaning and interact.” This means rhetoric is actually 

what we use when we are trying to convey a message to someone at any time.   

How I Have Grown  

  My third discussion kind of ties in with the second one. This one focused on how my 

writing has changed. If I could go back a change a bit of it, I would. Mainly because I feel like it 

needs clarification. I say that I don’t feel like my writing has changed much and that’s to a point 

true. I feel like I will continue to write papers in the way that I feel I understand best. But I also 

feel like I have come to understand writing a bit more. I feel like I am more apt at figuring out 
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how to write something I have never written before and doing it well, leading me to my final 

discussion.  

Redefining A Writer   

  Based on how I have grown, especially with what I define rhetoric as, I feel like I truly 

have changed a lot in this class and I truly feel like I described that in the final discussion of the 

year. While I know our assignment was to define what I saw a writer as, I felt like defining who I 

have become as a writer was more fitting. This is where I truly feel like I was able to write how I 

grew throughout the year. I talked mainly about how rhetoric changed for me. This I think 

changed my entire concept on writing as I talked about earlier. The importance of this is that it 

also shows the change in my answer of the course of the class. First you see me list authors and 

use nothing of the concepts I would eventually learn in this class. Then you see me still seeing 

myself as the same person I was when is started the class.  

Conclusion  

My biggest growth I think, came from writing my final two papers. I feel like if you look 

at them you will see a big difference in writing the first one compared to the second and third 

paper. This was because I was comfortable with writing the first one but not the last two. I was 

pulled out of my comfort zone and made to write papers I had no idea about. I feel like that was a 

worthwhile struggle though because they showed me that I can write things when I am 

unfamiliar and uncomfortable with them and I can write them semi well. Overall, I am glad I 

took this course because I feel like it gave me a new view on writing that I can carry with me 

throughout the rest of college and use it to help me succeed in the rest of my academic career.   
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