
When I was on stage during my high school graduation ceremony, I had many dreams and fears 

of what college would be like. The summer break padded my anxiety for an experience that 

made it seem far off, but it was inevitable. I chose Composition I originally to fulfill the GEP 

requirement, but what I didn’t realize at the time was that my experiences would be unique in 

this class unlike the lecture halls I sat in. The lectures themselves were an uplifting experience of

themselves, but it was what I learned in this class was a deeper understanding of writing, which I

has helped me in all my classes, and I believe will be invaluable throughout college. To best 

describe how ENC 1101 made me a better prepared college student, I will detail my progress in 

three of the expected outcomes of this course.

Outcome 1: Students will be able to read and use scholarly texts to support their writing 

goals.

ENC 1101 has helped me greatly in analyzing some of the harder scholarly texts. One 

particularly hard reading to understand was that of Wilma Maddox’s article “Navigating 

Authority.” When using it as a source, however, I was able to better understand it, as I realized 

that the argument the paper was making was about authority. This allowed me to seamlessly 

include this article to support my arguments in my later discussion assignments. We were also 

given readings in the WAW textbook, some which were difficult to read because of the way they

wrote it, but one of the hardest texts I read in college was actually not in ENC 1101, but in 

another class. Research articles, I describe it as “raw information”. These research articles 

usually give you everything you need to know about the conducted study, but rarely in an easy to

swallow language. However, one of the readings in ENC 1101 which we were given, 

“Introduction to Primary Research”, helped me better organize and understand the information 

given to me by research papers. As a result, I could cite the important parts of the research for 



my other classes’ assignments. ENC 1101 has aided me in not only reading scholarly sources, 

but also to use them in my work.

Outcome 2: Students will be able to describe and analyze writing processes in order to 

flexibly adapt them to support their goals.

Out of the concepts we learned in class, one of them that I have the firmest grasp are 

intertextuality, Genre, rhetorical situations, and Discourse Communities, all concepts that affect 

the writing process. Porter’s article, “Intertextuality and the Discourse Community”, gave me a 

first glance into how other’s works make it into ours, even if we don’t intend to. Kerry Dirk’s 

“Navigating Genre”, had instilled within me a good understanding of what Genres are and how 

they work within rhetorical situations. Gee’s “Literacy, Discourses, and Linguistics”, introduced 

me to what a discourse community is, and how discourse communities play a role in the writing 

process. Grant-Davie’s, “Rhetorical Situations and Their Constituents”, served as a guide to how 

what a rhetorical situation is, the circumstances needed to create one, and how the writing 

process differs in each rhetorical situation. I had begun using my knowledge more in my peer 

reviews, especially in one of my friends essays. His unique writing style was interesting to 

analyze how he came to write the way he did. I was also able to better understand the my own 

writing. With the help of advice from my peer group, and sometimes Mr. Gillespie, I had 

managed to add much more detail into major papers after the rough drafts. My knowledge of the 

various concepts that affect the writing process and my ability to apply them to my writing as 

well as others demonstrates my proficiency in describing and analyzing writing processes and 

using it in my writings.



Outcome 3: Students will learn how to adapt to different writing contexts they need to address.

Throughout ENC 1101, we were exposed to a diverse collections of writing. Some of the articles 

we read were in the textbook, which tended to have a scholarly tone to it. However, we also 

picked readings from Stylus, which hosted articles written by students that at the time were 

taking ENC 1101 as well. This aided me in getting to understand the contexts associated with 

certain writings. For example, a social media post will have a different lexis than a research 

paper. This was made very apparent to me during Discussion #7, where we were tasked with 

analyzing a social media post. I decided to chose a social media post from a well-known political

commentator. Of course, the post I was analyzing was politically charged, but that allowed me to

better analyze how the context of him writing the post connected with what he actually wrote. 

What I had discovered from the writing was that what existed in this post were appeals to ethos 

and logos, which many argumentative writings have. I decided to apply these argumentative 

appeals to my writing in order to be more convincing, but in order to be taken seriously, I found 

one other aspect which I needed to master, authority. Wilma Maddox’s article about authority 

aided me in this case. Authority was essential in my other classes, so I decided I needed to 

understand it fully in order to apply it. As a result, I was able to get a good grade in my 

presentation that I had in another class. This goes to prove how I am able to adapt to different 

writing contexts when faced with them.


